A Proclamation to repreſſe all Piracies and Depre- 
dations vpon the Sea. 


He Kings Ma1esT1z being certeinly enformed through the ma- 


EAT: £ | nifold and dayly complaints made to his Highneſle , aſwell by his owne 
W220 Subiects as others, of the continuall Depzedations , and Piraciescom- 
mitted on the Seas by certaine lewd and ill diſpoſed perſons; and finding 
N 9 /= || that the oꝛdinary pꝛoteedings held of late times foꝛ the ſuppꝛeſling of thele 


== larsof his Eſtate, and foꝛ the ſpeedier ſuppꝛeſſing of all ſuch Piraties and 
Depzedacious crimes, moſt Hatefull to his minde, and ſcandalous to his peaceable gouernment, and 
foꝛ the better continuance of Amitie with all other Pꝛintes and States; Hath with the aduile ofhis 
Pꝛiuie Counſell, foꝛ the ſpeedy pꝛeuention oꝛ ſeuere puniſhment hereafter of ſuch fowle crimes and 
Piraties, Set downe certaine Articles hereunto annexed, which his highneſſe tommandeth all his 
Officers whom it may concerne , of what degree ſoeuer, to ſee duely executed , Wherein if any maner 
of perſon ſhalbe found culpable oꝛ wilfully negligent, contemptuous,o2 diſobedient, His Maieſtie de⸗ 
clareth hereby, that puniſhment ſhalbe inflicted vpon him oꝛ them with ſuch ſeueritie, as the example 
thereof ſhall terrifie all others from committing any ſo odious crimes, oz tontemptuous offences. 


Irſt, that no man of Warre be furniſhed or ſet out to Sea by any of his Maieſties Sub- 


iects, vnder paine of Death and confiſcation of Lands and Goods, not onely to the Cap⸗ 

A taines and Mariners, but alſo to the Owners and Uictuallers , if the Company of the 

2 ſaide Ship ſhall commit any Piratie, Depzedation oꝛ murther at the Sea, vpon any ot 
his Maieſties Friends. 


Item, that it any perſon whatſoeuer ſhall vpon the Seas take any Ship that doeth belong to any 
of his Maieſties Friends and Allies, oꝛ to any of their Subiects, oꝛ ſhall take out of it by fozce any 
Goods of what nature oꝛ qualitie ſoeuer, he oz they ſo offending ſhall ſuffer Death, with confiſcation 
of Lands and Goods, accoꝛding to the Law in that caſe pꝛouided. 


Item, that all Admirall cauſes (except the cauſes now depending befoze the Commiſſioners foꝛ 
cauſes of Depꝛedations) ſhalbe ſummarily heard by the Judge ofthe high Court or the Admiraltie, 
without admitting any vnneceſlary delay, 


Item, that no appeale from him be admitted to the Defendant oꝛ Defendants in tauſes of Depꝛe⸗ 
dation, either againſt the Offenders, oꝛ their Atteſſaries, befoze oz after the offence committed, 02 
thoſe in whoſe poſſeſſion the Goods ſpoiled are found, Unleſſe firſt by way ofpzouiſion, the ſumme 
adiudged be payd to the Plaintife vpon Sureties to repay it, ifthe Sentence ſhalbe reuerled. 


9 5 no Pꝛohibition in ſuch cales of Spoile and their atteſſaries oꝛ dependantes be granted 
ereafter, 


tem, that no Ship oꝛ Goods taken from any his Mateſties friends, ſhall bedelinered by any 
then — vpon cod made in the ſayd Court of the Admiralty, ey Og . — 
* 


Deputie , to the end that a Netoꝛd may be kept of all ſuch Neſtitutions made to 
when occaſion ſhall require. 


Item that euery Uiteadmirall is eniopned by this Pꝛotlamation (whereok hee ſhall take notite 
at his perill) to tertiſie into the ſaid Court ot᷑ the Admiralty euery quarter ofthe yeere what man ot 
warre hath gone to the Sea, oꝛ returned home within that time, with any goods taken at Sea, oz 
the pꝛotedue thereof, vpon paine to loſe to his Mateſtie (by way of Fine) foꝛ euery ſuch default foztie 
pounds of currant money of England to be anſwered into his Maieſties Receipt ofthe Exchequer, 
by Certificate from the ſaid Judge of the Admiralty vnder the great Seale of that Office, to bee di⸗ 
rected tothe Lozd Treaſurer and the Barons of the Exchequer. 8 


Item that al the Kings Subiects ſhal foꝛbeare from ayding oꝛ —— of anp Pirat oꝛ Dea-Ro- 
ner, oꝛ any perſon not being a knowen Merchant, by contracting, buying, ſelling oꝛ exchanging with 
them, oꝛ by victualling of them oꝛ any of their company, whereby they oꝛ any ofthem ſhalbe the moꝛe 
enabled to goe oꝛ returne to the Stas to tommit any Piratie oꝛ diſoꝛder, vpon paine foꝛ ſo doing to be 
puniſhed pꝛeſently, as the pzincipal offendozs and Pirats ought to be. 


Item, that the Uiceadmirals, Cuſtomers, and the other Officers ofthe Poꝛts, ſhal not ſuffer any 
Ship to goe to the Seas befoꝛe ſuch time as they relpectinely in their leuerall Poꝛts haue duely ſear⸗ 
ched and viſited the ſame, to the intent to ſtay ſuch perſons as apparantly ſhall bee furniſhed foꝛ the 
Warres, and not foꝛ Merchandtze oꝛ Fiſhing, And if there ſhall be any maner of ſuſpicion that the 
ſayd perſon, though he ſhall pꝛetend to trade foꝛ Merchandize oꝛ Fiſhing, hath, oꝛ may haue an in⸗ 
tent by his p:ouiſions oꝛ furniture, other wile then to vie the trade of Merchandre oz Fiſhing,thatin 
ſuch caſe of ſuſpicion the Officers of the Pozts ſhall ſtay, and in no wile ſuffer the ſame to paſle to the 
Seas without good bonds by ſufficient ſureties firſt had to vſe nothing but a lawfull trade of Mer- 
chandize o2 Fiſhing. And it the ſayd Officers ſhall ſuffer any perſon otherwiſe to repayze to the 
Seas then aboue is mentioned, they ſhall not onely anſwere foꝛ any Piracies which any ſuch perſon 
ſhall chance hereafter to doe vpon the Seas, but ſhall ſuffer impziſonment vntill the offendozs ma 
be appꝛehended if they ſhall be liuing. And generally his Maieſtie declareth and denounteth all ſu 
Pirats andRouers vpon the Seas to be out of his Maieſties Pꝛotection, and lawfully to bee by any 


perſon taken, puniſhed, and ſuppꝛeſled with extremitie. 


And whereas diners great and enoꝛmous ſpoples and Piraties haue been of late time committed 
within the Straits of Gyblaltar by Captaine Thomas Tomkins Gentleman, Edmond Bonham, Walter 
Ianuerin, Mariners, and diuers other Engliſh Pirats, and the Goods, Moneyes and Merchandizes 
bꝛought into England by them, haue bene ſcattered,ſold, and diſpoſed of moſt lewdly and pꝛodigallp, 
by the means ok their Keceiuers, Comtoꝛters and Abettoꝛs, to the exteeding pꝛeiudite of his Maieſties 
good friends the Venetians, whom they haue robbed, and to the great diſpleaſure of God, and diſho⸗ 
nour of this State: His Maieſtie doth expzeſly tommaund all Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, 
Admirals, Uiceadmirals and their Deputies, and all other Officers of the Admiralty, and all Juſti⸗ 
tes of the Peate, Maioꝛs, Shtriffes, Bailiffes, Conſtables, and all other his Officers and Miniſters 
whatſoener, to vſe all care and diligence inthe inquiring, ſearching foz, and appꝛehending of all ſuch 

trats, their Receivers, Comfozters, and Abettoꝛs. And il they ſhall by their tranailes and cares 
nde any or them to ſend them pꝛeſently vnderſafe cuſtodie tothe common Gaoles of Hampſhire oz 
Doꝛſetſhire, there to remaine without Bayle oꝛ Mainpꝛiſe, till the Loꝛd High Admirall of England 
oꝛ his Lieutenant the Judge of the high Court of the Admiralty ſhall diſpoſe of them accozding to 
the Lawes in that cale pꝛouided. 


Giuen at his Mateſties ( itieof Wincheſter the xxx. day of September 1603. in thefirft yeere of 
hu Highnes Reigne of England, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the ſeuen andthirtieth, 


God ſaue the King. 
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